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As seen and heard oné

The Empowerment Experiment - Did You EE Today?

For The Empowerment 
Experiment (EE), The Anderson 
Family publicly commits to live 
off of Black businesses for one 
year.   Their pledge of love and 
faith in the talent and resources 

of the Black community is 
inspiring a national movement 
to support Black business and 
infuse wealth back into our 

struggling communities. 

http://www.blackenterprise.com/


It all started when one family conducted an historic experiment by living off Black 
business ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ȅŜŀǊΧ National media covered their stand.

EE is now a national consumer-driven movement to economically empower 
underserved communities by supporting quality Black businesses and enabling 

representative supplier, franchisee and vendor diversity with consumer demand.

One Family.
One Year.  

One Purpose.  
Our Journey.
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Ê

The EE Movement Inspires Consumers to Proudly and Proactively Support  Quality 
Black Businesses and the Mainstream Corporations  that do Significant Business with 
them; Facilitates Increased and Strategic Entrepreneurship; and Uplifts Quality Black 

Businesses, Products,  Services, and Entrepreneurs.  The EE Foundation (a 501c3) 
Studies, Researches and Tracks the Impact of this Conscious Consumer Spend.
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The Empowerment Experiment
~ BACKGROUNDER ~

The Empowerment Experiment (EE) was one middle-class Black familyôsown real-time, real-life case study to determine if

results will bear out, with empirical evidence, that dollars spent to support Black businesses and professionals can anchor job

creation and long-term economic development, thereby improving the quality of life in Black communities.

Through EE, the Anderson family of Oak Park, Illinois pledged, for one year, to solely patronize black-owned businesses and

black professionals whenever possible. EE was successfully launched in January of 2009.

African-American buying power in the U.S. equals $913 billion and is expected to increase to $1.2 trillion in 2013. The ultimate

goal of The Empowerment Experiment is to illustrate how average individuals and families can generate significant economic

growth in the Black community if they were to commit some portion of those dollars toward supporting Blackïowned businesses

and/or professionals, either directly, or via mainstream entities with significant supplier, vendor and franchisee diversity.

The Empowerment Experiment is similar to the ñNoImpact Experimentòconducted by the Beavan family in New York City in

2007. The purpose of their experiment was to see what would happen if they went an entire year without doing anything to

ñnegativelyimpactòthe environment. This meant eliminating television, electricity use, automobiles and food products obtained

from more than 250 miles away. It was an experiment to gauge impact, which mirrors the objective of EE.

Triggering unprecedented media coverage of the economic issues facing Black neighborhoods and uneven playing field Black

businesses endure, the Andersons completed their year of the experiment, chronicling the experiences, collecting the data,

conducting research, maintaining a website and documenting each and every purchase as part of a Northwestern University

study that was completed summer of 2010. They expended over $90,000 with Black businesses and professionals that they

would not have otherwise, and a significant portion went directly to underserved areas.

EEôsCEO, Maggie Anderson, has become the national leader of a consumer driven movement to empower Black businesses

and neighborhoods. She is a sought-after speaker, appearing at major national conferences, universities and media outlets

promoting conscious consumerism and strategic partnering with well-intentioned mainstream corporations. Her highly

anticipated book, ñOurBlack Yearòwill be in stores February 2012, presented by William Morris and Public Affairs Books.

®
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FRONT PAGE ςChicago Tribune, Monday, January 11, 2010

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/chi-buying-black-update-monjan11,0,967374,full.story
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John Anderson, 39
Born in Detroit

Harvard University 
AB,  Economics, 1993

Northwestern University
Kellogg MBA, 1999

Maggie Anderson, 39
Born in Liberty City, Miami

Emory University 
BA,  Political Science, 1993

University of Chicago
Juris Doctor, 1998

MBA, 2001

¢ƘŜ 9ƳǇƻǿŜǊƳŜƴǘ 9ȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘΩǎ CƻǳƴŘŜǊǎ - The Andersons of Oak Park, IL



¢ƘŜ 9ƳǇƻǿŜǊƳŜƴǘ 9ȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘΩǎ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊǎ

The Empowerment Experiment 

has earned the 

public and ongoing support 

ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 

most respected academics, 

as well as many prominent 

business and community leaders. 

Dr. Michael Eric Dyson

Celebrity Author, Commentator

Georgetown University

University Professor of Sociology

Princeton University, PhD, Religion

Prof. Steven Rogers

Northwestern Univ., Professor of Entrepreneurial 

Finance &  Exec. Dir. , Levy Entrepreneurship Center

Harvard Business , MBA

Dr. Frederick Haynes, III

Senior Pastor, Friendship West Baptist Church

Oxford  University, PhD, Ministry

Oxford, England

Dr. Juliet Walker

University of Texas, Professor of History

Director, Center of Black Business History, 

Entrepreneurship & Technology

Univ.  of Chicago, PhD

Professor Jim Clingman

Author, Blackonomics 

Univ. of Cincinnati, Professor of  Black Entrepreneurship

Univ. of Cincinnati, Masters in Economics

George Fraser

Author, Chairman & CEO, FraserNet

Executive Business Certificate

Dartmouth School of Business (Tuck)

Norm Bond

Marketing Exec, Community Organizer, Entrepreneur

President, Natl Alliance of Market Developers

Univ. of Pittsburgh, Masters in Information Science

http://www.eefortomorrow.com/norm_bond.html


For The Empowerment 
Experiment (EE), The Anderson 
Family publicly commits to live 
off of Black businesses for one 
year.   Their pledge of love and 
faith in the talent and resources 

of the Black community is 
inspiring a national movement 
to support Black business and 
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National Television News Programs
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